KEY DATE - RARITIES
AUSTRALIA
1852 Agelawe Pound Type 11 IVF) iom

............................................ 13.650.00
1930 Penny (Fine) trom ...

1921-22 Square Pennies (UNC) tromn

£.050.00
1857- 1870 “Austraha” Reverse :UVElclgflJ
(Fine) trom 115.00

......180.00

1938 Crowns (VFYtrom ... .. ... .. 65.00

1934/35 Centenary Flonns (EF) trorn .. 150.00

1932 Fronins (VG) from ..o 645.00

1933 Shiling (VG trom ... ................ 25.00
NEW ZEALAND

1935 Waitang Crown UNC ~ Proot .. 2.000.00

Ship now for immediate payment. hu driy other
Austrahan Ranties, pinase ptrons or far for our prices.

Box 646
North Sydney, N.S.W. 205Y Aastraha
Telephone: (02) 922.4766
Fax: (02) 9224159 @ Telex: AA27413

ONE OZ. PURE .999 SILVER
10 1984 Litenads 84 50
. YEAR SET - ONE LIBERTAD EACH GATE

Q)M‘bbb&bob\t;x\:»: SN
R
R
&Zv’“ LGB T
1989 LIBERTAD SPECIAL
20 1989 Lbeacs ... . .. 1bO U0
1982-1989 d cons totar ... ... .. ... .17.00

MEXICAN 1989 LIBERTADS
I 1989 Libertac 39 00
100 1989 Libenaas .. 79500
Piease add $5.00 for postave & hanaling

on all orgers under $50.0C

SEND ME YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS FORA |
COMPLETE PRICELIST OF MEXICAN bILVER
CROWNS

. BAJANUMISMATICS
P.0. Box 11121, Albuquerque, NM 87192
505-298-3973

FORMER BRITISH ROYAL MIN1 AGENCY"
SELLING MANY CURRENT AND BACK ISSUES
AT ROCK BOTTOM PRICES
SPECIAL OF FERING
FREE
5 02. Stiver Britannia Medal with each 4
con Britannia Goid Froot Set.

FREE

Royal Wedaing Commemorative Crown with
each 2 con Gold Froot Set
Order Now...Supplies Limited
Call Keuin Kaiter 1 cureent prices
KALLER & ASSGCIATES, INC.
Box 173 Anenhurst, NJOT711
201 7740200 FAx 201.774.9401
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RCWM strikes Presley medals

Ever heard of a medal with a denomi-
nation? The definition of a medal spe-
cifically precludes its having any mone-
tary value, or any indication that it is
intended as a circulating mediurmn, like a
coin. There is one medal that is an
exception, and the story of how it came
about is a fascinating sidelight on how a
little hobby language can cause you lots
of problems. Even nice problems.

In 1987, when Mike Makri of
Toronto, Canada formed a company
with the intention of producing « veries
of Elvis Presley medals, he had besn
collecting coins for about a year, and
wad just beginning to learn some of the
basics of the hobby. After starting Leg-
endary Coins of Toronto, he contacted
the Royal Canadian Mint to discuss
striking the medals. The preliminary
conversations were a bit confusing,
because Mukri referred to them as

“coins,” wniie the RCM naturally called
‘them medals. :

Mukri admits that, becuuse he was
thinking of them as coins, he felt that
they should have a denomination, 8o he
asked that the design include $1 as the
“value.” The RCM, while appreciative
of the difference between coins and
medals, could see no particular reason
for not putting a denomination on the
pieces, and after the legal department
gave its blessings, proceeded to strike
1,000 Elvis Presley medals with a $10
denomination on the reverse. '

The boost in value was at the Mint's
suggestion, since the price of silver
made a §1 denomination look underva-
lued.

While the first shipment was being

' prepared, someone, reportedly one of

the RMC Corporation directors, had
some misgivings, and the matter was
discussed, voted on, and the die with the
$10 denominaton was destroyed.

Undaunted, -‘Makri sold “all but five

or six” of the denominated mudals for
U.S. $69, and ordered 10,000 more of
the first series with the sarne reverse,
but with the $10 figure missing, to be

sold at the same price.

Makri wentgon to produce a second
series in 1988 and a third series in 1989,
euch with a mintage of 2,000 silver and
5,000 bronze. At the moment he is pre-
paring the fourth series, which will
include a Frank Gasparro rendition of
Elvis and an esgle, a motif inspired by
the eagle design on the Presley jump-
suits. Gasparro retired several years ago
after serving for 16 years as chief
engraver of the U.S. Mint.

The latest medal series is intended to
be about 70 to 75mm in diameter, and
will contain from 5 to 10 ounces of sil-
ver.

The $10 denomination medal, which
has in the meantime been offered for
sale by at least one denler for $115, and
the other silver versions in the three

‘series are 40mm in diameter, struck in

999 silver, weigh 31.1036 grams and
lmve a plain edge. The bronze pieces
with the identical designs (but no
denomination) are the same diameter
and weigh 26.85 grams.

The denominated medal has one sig-
nificant factor going for it, which takes
it out of the class of the numerous art
bars and silver rounds that have been
offered to collectors in the past, in that
it has a specific mintage figure, backed
by official RCM accounting. Almost
without exception the “error’ bars and
others touted as rarieties have been
struck by private mints, with no way of

confirming mintage figures.

The demand for the 994 or 9956
medals already sold crosses into two
areas, as Elvis Pressley fans will be
vying with token and medal collectors
for a genuine numismatic rarity. The
Royal Canadian Mint says that it has
never before struck a medal with a
denomination — ““And never will
again.” So far as can be determined no
other official mint.in the world has pro-
duced anything like this medal,
although there undoubtedly are exam-
ples of denominated medals struck by
private mints.
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WORLD COINS
MAIL-BIDSALE |

Tel: (07) 229-9466

P.0. Box 29, North Quay 4002, (Shop: 231 George Street), Brisbane, Australia

8
@

It you collect world coins, notes or tokens you should be receiving our i
FREE CATALOG CONTAINING BETWEEN 1000 AND 2500 LOTS. g
Itincludes a lot of Austrahian plus interesting world material at reasonable prices. Pg
: ‘BID NOW WHILE OUR DOLLAR IS LOW! %;;
| HURRY, NEXT AUCTION CLOSING 25th AUGUST | 2

We also have fixed price lists - what coins do you collect? 3

Please phone, fax or mail to: "

BRISBANE COIN GALLERY b

FAX: (07) 229-3852
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world coin news



